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am KJAY6 pOAUICA OCEHBIO

1992 ropa. fl ropmych TeM, 4TO

6blyIa OJHOU 13 eT0 OCHOBATEJIeH.
Paubmie a4 cocTodna B npyrom kiaybe
no6uTeNel Guaiok, HO X0TeJa CO3IaTh
KRJIY6 04 BCTped IO BBHIXOAHBIM. MBI
TaksKe XO0TeJN NONIePKHYTh 3HAUNMOCTD
YJIEHCTBA B KJIy6e II0 CPABHEHUIO CO BCEM
OCTAJIBHBIM, IT09TOMY IE€HBTY, IPECTUR
WJIM BBEIUTPHIII ITPU30B OTOLLIYN Ha 3aHUH
ILJIAH, & TJIaBHOU 3a/iadell ObLIO HAyYUThCA
XOpOIIO BHPAIIWBATh QUAJIKKU M CTATh
HaCTOAUMMU IPY3bAMU. BOT ToueMy MBI
cranu O6mecTBOM J06UTeNell Gualok
CEPIIIE [I:xexcoHBuia.

B raseTe 6p1710 OIy6JIMKOBAHO 00B-
ABJIEHIE O BCTPEYE B MECTHOU 6UGIMOTERE.
[Tonavasy MBI PeIINIH, YTO OyAEeT YIOOHEE
BCTpEYaThCA B OOLIECTBEHHOM MecTe. Xo-
polras IocenaeMoCTh BOOLYIIEBUIA HAC.
WuTepecHo, 4TO OfHA U3 YJIEHOB RJIYyHa,
KOTOpasd MOABUIACH B TOT [IeHb, 10 CUX
IIOp OcTaeTcd B KIIy6e U ABIAETCA HAIUM
HBIHeIHUM nipeaugerTom — lapon 'apT-
Hep! B TOT rog MBI cpasy se OpraHu30BaTIN
BBICTaBKY B MECTHOM TOPT'OBOM II€HTPE,
a BIIOCJIEZICTBUU €XEeroJHO IPOBOAMIN
KaKyI0-T160 BEICTABRY WY IPE3EHTALINIO.
ToproBeIil IIEHTP OKA3aCA OTJIUIHBIM
MECTOM [IJ1l MePOIpUATHU, 6YAYIU KPbI-
TBHIM IIOMEIEHNEM C 6OJIBITIM KOJINIEeCTBO
nocetureseit. Ho Bckope ynpasidiomada
KOMIIaHUA HEe NPEeNoCTaBuUJa Hallel
HeKOMMepPUEeCKO Irpylie GeCcIlIaTHOTO
MecTa, a MBI He MOTJIM II03BOJIUTE cebe 3a-
IJIATUATH 3aITPOIIeHHYI0 cyMMy. He Tepasd
peunMoCTy, MBI HAILJIX APYTO€ MEeCTO —
B MHTepHATe [IJ1d IPeCcTapesbiX, KOTOPHIH,
OHAKO, OBl OUYeHb M30JIUPOBAHHEIM,

duanox

U B HEM GBLJIO MaJIO ToceTuTeel. Yucien-
HOCTB KJIy6a COCTaBJIANA B TO BpeMs deJio-
BEK 25, HO TOJIBKO TI0KIHA MK OKOJIO TOTO
IpUXOAuJIa Ha exeMecaIHble COOpaHN4,
KOTOPBIE MBI TPOBOIUIN TaM (He CUnTad
obuTareseil UHTepHATA, KOTOPbIE MOABJIA-
JINCH TOJBKO IJIA TOTO, YTOOBI yTOCTUATHCSA
HaAIIIMU 3aKyckaMun). B Takoi cutyamnuu
MBI TOJISKHBI OBLJIN PERJIAMUPOBATH ceGA
BCEeMU BO3MOMKHBIMU clloco6aMu. Pacmpo-
Iasky U BCTPEYU B CA/I0BOM KJIy6e Ipe-
CTaBJIANNICH XOPOIINM CIIOCO60M TI06UTHCA
My6JINYIHOTO TPU3HAHNUA HAIIETo RIy6a.
M5l cTpeMUNNCh HA KAKOYI0 APMApKY
HCKYCCTB U peMeceT, KaKyIo MOTJIN Hal Ty
(u Bce eme HaxomuMm!). BeictaBku «Bcé misa
IoMa», KOTOPBle IIPOBOAUIINCH B TOPO/IE
KaKIyI0 BECHY, IIO3BOJAIYN HEKOMMEp-
YeCKUM OpraHU3aIuAM PaclIonaraTbCcsa
Ha WX HENIPOJAaHHBIX IJIONANAX, HO HAM
IPUXOLUIOCH KAATH [0 IMOCIemHEN
MUHYTHL, YTOOHI BEIACHUTD, €CTh JIU TAKNE
mwromany. Ha kammoM MepoIpuaTuy Mbl
IPOCUJIN HOKyIaTejlel IMPemoCTaBUTh
HaM CBOU ROHTAKTHBIE JAHHbIE, YTOGHI MBI
MOTJIY COOBIIUTD UM O Halllel ciiefyIoueit
BBICTaBKE MJIU MEPONPUATUU IIO IIPO-
naxaM. K HacToAmemMy BpeMeHN 3TOT
CIUICOK pacuImpucA 10 Gosee 4eM 800
uMeH. HeKOTOPBIM MBI BCe ellle TIOChLIaeM
OTKPBITKY, HO B OCHOBHOM OTIIPaBJiAeM
TeTepb 110 BJIEKTPOHHOU II0YTE paciuca-
HUE HAIIUX MEPOIPUATHIN.

C KaOopIM roIOM HAIlX BRICTABKU pac-
MUPATNCD, TIOKA MBI HE TIePeCTaIn TIoMe-
maThCcA B NHTEpPHATE AJId IEHCUOHEPOB.
Torna omuH U3 YJIEHOB KJIY6a MPEIJIOK U
1IepKOBb, IPU KOTOPOH 6BLIO OIPOMHOE
3MaHue MJA Pa3JUIHBIX MEPOTPUATHMA

C TIOJTHOCTHIO 0GOPYIOBAHHOU KyXHel!
Apenna orasaJsiach B Ipefesiax HalleTo
GI0/I3KETA, ¥ MBI CUACTINBO PasMeIaeMecs
TaM yiKe B TeUeHue 6 JeT.

Hamr kny6 aBiadeTcd accOMMpPOBaH-
HBIM 4JIeHOM AMEepUKaHCKOTO O0IIecTBa
nrobuTesieit puasnok, ObiIecTsa J06UTE-
seit puanox Iurcy u GoBeTa JT06UTEIEH
uanox Gaopums.

Ms1 osiyyaeM yoOBOJIbCTBUE, COGUPA-
ACh BMECTe, YTOGH Y3HATH YTO-TO HOBOE
06 yxXooe W BHIPAIIWBAHWN CaMOTO
MONYIAPHOT0 KOMHATHOTO PACTEeHUA —
¢uanku. ONBITHBIE YJIEHH HAalllero KIy6a
IaloT HAYMHAOIIUM U TPOCTO TOCTAM
HACTaBJEHUA 110 BCEM BOIIPOCAM, BO3-
HUKAKIIIM Y HOBUYKOB B 9TOM XO66M.
Mzl nenuMces cBOel JII0G0BbIO K PuaJikam,
1y Hac CJIO0XKUIACh IPy:xGa Ha BCIO KUBHD
6Jrarogapsd 9TUM IIPEKPACHBIM MaJIeHbKIM
pacreHuAM. YaeHBI KIyHa, TOMEHABIINE
MECTO KUTEJNbCTBA, IPOMOJKAIOT MOJ-
IepRUBATH CBA3b, HE3ABUCUMO OT TOTO,
BEIPAIMBAIOT OHU GUAJIKY UIN HET!

Kamppiii Tog MBI ycTpamBaeMm [iBe
BeUePUHKU — HA POMIECTBO U JIETOM.
I/IHOI‘/Ia BO BpeMd JIETHUX KaAHUKYJ MbI
MOJKEM OpPTaHW30BaTh BEYEPUHKY IO 06-
MEeHY PACTeHUAMU UJIU IIPOCTO YaEIUTHE.
Ha cBoux BcTpedax MBI IPOBOAYM JIOTEPEN,
B KOTOPBHIX Pas3bITPEIBAIOTCA pacTeHUA
WAV MaTepuasbl OJd BHpAllWBAHUA,
a Takxke peasmdyeM 06pazoBaTeNIbHEIE
nporpaMmsl. Kiny6 — Hame camoe JT106u-
MO€e MeCTO IJIg 0OMeHa 1 IPUOOpeTeHU
uaJiox. [lo u mocse cobpaHuil y4aCTHUKI
MOTYT CO CKUIKOH 50% 063aBECTUCH CIIe-
IUaJbHBIMU Cy6CTpaTaMu, YIOOPEHUAMY,
TOpINIKAMM M MIPOYUMMU PACXOOHBIMU
MaTepuaIaMu.

HexroToprle 13 HAMIKX YJIEHOB He 3ape-
TUCTPUPOBAHH B COIMAJbHBIX CETAX,
a OCTaJibHBIEe yKe MPUBBIIHO MOJH3Y-
0TCA MU IJIA OOIIEHNA C eINHOMBIII-
JICHHNKAMU KaK B HallleM palioHe, Tak
u 3a ero npenenamu. G IPUOCTAHOBKOM
meATeJbHOCTH KIy6a m3-3a GCOVID-19
MBI IIPOMIOJI;RAEM OBIIATHCA C ITOMOIIHI0
Facebook, mpurnamasa ToJbKO CBOUX
YJIEHOB B YaT-TPYIIY AJ1A 3aKPBITHIX CEC-
CUY ¥ CEMUHAPOB B peaJbHOM BPpEeMEHN.
M35l Takxe MCIO0JB3YeM IPOrPAMMHOE
obGecrmedyeHne Z00m A BUPTYAJIbHBIX
3acenanuil GoBeTa IUPEKTOPOB, a ellle,
BpeMd OT BpeMeHHU, laike YyCTpanuBaeM
«COBMECTHEBIE» YAEIUTUA B PEKUME
roubepennuu! [lpubanxkaerca 30-meTue
Halero ki1y6a, 1 HaM Torja 6y/ieT 3a 4To
nopanoBatbcalll
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ron Gartner! We had a show right away
that year at a local indoor mall, followed
by some type of show or display every
year after that. The shopping mall was

a great show location because it was in-
doors and there was so much foot traffic.
But soon, the managing company would
not give our non-profit group free space
and we could not afford to pay what they
asked. Undaunted, we found another lo-
cation at a retirement community, but

it was very isolated, and it did not have
much foot traffic. Our membership was
around 25, but only a dozen or so showed
up to the monthly meetings that we held

n the Fall of 1992, our club was born

in Jacksonville, Florida. I am proud

to say that I was one of the founding
members. [ had some experience from
another African violet club, but wanted
to start a club that met on the weekend.
We also wanted to stress the importance
of the members over all else; money, pres-
tige or winning prizes took a back seat to
developing our members into good violet
growers and good friends. That is why we
became the HEART of Jacksonville Afri-
can Violet Society.

A notice was put in the newspaper to meet
at alocal library. We felt, in the begin-
ning, that it would be more acceptable to
meet in a public place. We were encour-
aged with the good response. Interest-
ingly, one of the charter members that
showed up that day is still with the club
and serves as our current President, Sha-
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there (not including the community resi-
dents that showed up just to get some

of our snacks!). With this in mind, we had
to publicize ourselves every way we could.
Garden club sales and meetings were

a good way to get our name recognized
publicly. We searched for every Arts and
Craft Fair we could find (and still do!).
The Home Show that came thru town ev-
ery Spring would allow non-profits to use
their unsold space, but we had to wait un-
til the last minute to see if there was any
such space. At every event, we asked cus-
tomers to give us their contact informa-
tion so we could inform them of our next
show or sales event. This list has grown
to over 800 names to date. We still send
postcards to some, but now we primarily
email our event schedule.

Each year, our show grew until we could
no longer fit in the retirement commu-
nity rooms. A member suggested their
church, which had a huge mixed-used
building with a full kitchen! The rental
was within our budget and we have hap-
pily been there for 6 years.

We are affiliate members of the African
Violet Society of America, the Dixie Afri-
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can Violet Society and the African Violet
Council of Florida.

We have fun getting together to learn
about the care and growing of the most
popular house plant, African violets.
Novice members and guests are men-
tored by our experienced members on

everything required to pursue this hobby.

While sharing our passion for violets, we
have formed life-long friendships from
the common love of these beautiful little
plants. Members who have moved away
continue to stay in touch, whether they
are still growing African violets or not!

We have two parties each year - Christ-
mas and Summer. Sometimes, during
the summer break, we may have a plant
swapping party or tea, as well.

At our meetings, we have plant and sup-
ply raffles and educational programs.
The club is our very favorite place to
acquire and share violets. Before & after
the meetings, members may purchase
special soils, fertilizers, supplies and pots
discounted 50% to members.

Some of our members are not into so-
cial media, but we have come to rely on

it to reach like-minded people both in
our area and beyond. With the COVID-19
shut down, we are still able to commu-
nicate using Facebook, inviting only our
members to our FB chat group for private
LIVE sessions and seminars. We also are
utilizing Zoom software for virtual Board
Meetings as well as occasional Friday
Happy Hour!!! Soon we will reach our goth
Anniversary... now THAT will be some-
thing to cheer about!!!

[
Cron ¢ mo6epgurensimu BbicTaBky / Show focal
point and top winners

[2]
Sharon Gartner —npesugesT kiny6a / Sharon
Gartner —current club president

[3l
YaiHast BeuepuMHKa Be3ayMHB1
nanuuk / Madhatter Tea party

[4]
BeuepuHKa C IepecakKuBaHUEM
pactennit / Potting party

5]
TNo6exuTeNnbHNIIA YaTHON BeUEPUHKY
Besymusui MInsanuuk / Madhatter Tea party
winning hat

6]
Bo66u ¢ Harpagiamu BeicTaBky / Bobbi with
awards

(71
CTeHp Ha BBICTaBKe fyIs foMa u caga / Home
and patio show booth

8l
ToproBble CTONHI Ha Halllel BbICTaBKe (CKaTepTy
PasHOro IBeTa [JIsl pasHbIX pacTenuir) / Sales
table at our show (different color cloths for different
type of plants)



